
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 
B-1952 

NOMINATION FORM 
f o r t h e 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

\i:rH*&y: 

Black 5 ? ? - T h ' s t r i c t Courthouse-
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

n ? p > 59P - MaALsoa SJL gear Guil£ocd A^p. 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

BaJ T"' rnnvp 
S T A T E 

-Liir*iand_ 
3. CLASSIF ICAT ION 

Z 

o 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• District r j Building 

P Sit* Q Structure 

D Object 

Q Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

|~~1 In Process 

• Being Considered 

13 Occupied 

P Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 
• Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

z 

UJ 

u 

I 1 Agricultural 

1 1 Commercial 

P Educational 

1 I Entertainment 

P̂ l Government 

I I Industrial 

P Military 

[ 1 Museum 

P Park 

I I Private Residence 

P Religious 

P Scientific 

I | Transportation P Comments 

P Other (Specify) 

I i. OWNER OF PrWPfftfYV 
OWNER'S N A M E ; 

Sta te of Maryland 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

301 West Preston S t . 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

j&jj^more i a r - i f I ci i-i'l 

[$. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L DESCRIPT ION 
0 1 Q 21202 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY OF D E E D S . E T C : 

i lRr-orria Office, Room 6 0 1 
S T R E E T A N D NUMBER: 

City Hourthan se-C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Ra 1t. j mn-rn 

T i t l e R e f e r e n c e o f C u r r e n t Deqd (Book & P g r 

axgl&od 

RfR]fcE$ENTATiON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

H2Q2 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 

I ? & % M cq^nvusGfoifa mR. » "OgpRlfiAL -&-D A T E OF S U R V E Y : , M , | ; . ^ Q . - , ^ L J reaeror - ~ £ j - 5 t a f » - ' J •(.ffunly ' LITLdcar 

DEPOSITORY FOA »uW;Er-R^WWTJ^ PRESERVATION ARCHII EC I UKAL PRESERVATION" 
Room 900 R o o m goo 

STREET AND NUMBER: l i V e f t S t . 

more. Md. 2 1 2 0 2 
] Sou;;, Calvert St. 

CITY OR TOWN: 



B-1952 

?. DtSCRIPT.ON 

CONDITION 
• Excel lent 

(Check One) 

Good • Fair • Deteriorated • Ruin> Q Unexposed 

(Check One) 

g] Altered Q Uncltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved [ J Ori ginal Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * •! D O R I G I N A L f i / known.) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Built in 196?. this red brick and pebble-sprayed building is composed of 
two sections: 

1) A two story hifh office section, set above the rround on steel 
columns x-jith a parking lot underneathj 
2) A one story high courtroom section^ which rests on the pround 
and which contains the main, Madison St. entrance. 

The long side of the building runs perpendicular to the slope of the site 
(down from Calvert to Guilford), thus easily accommodating the space for 
covered parking while allowing the first floors of each section to be 
nearly on the same level. 
The office section is seven structural bays long and three wide. Above 
each column on the face of the building are narrow panels of brick, 
flanked by windows on either side, of equal width. Wider dabs of brick 
divide each such tripartite'" composition.within each bay and at the cor
ners. The aluminum, sashed windows of the first and second floors each 
rest above pebbled panels. The windows are composed of four wide lights 
set one on top of the other; the center light -, are hinged horizontally, 
the outer lights are fixed. 
The windowless courtroom section is irregularly articulated with brick 
slabs of varying width projecting above the roofline. They are separated 
horizontally by uniformly wide vertical bays of concrete block sprayed 
with gold-tone pebbles, with aluminum ribbon cornices. The one story high 
entrance is at the extreme left, adjoining the office section. It is a 
tripartite entrance framed by unadorned brick, which contains a pa:5 r of 
glass and aluminum door? flanked by floor to ceiling plate glass windows 
framed in aluminum. The side of this section is windowless, painted con
crete block. 
The buildings extend almost the entire length of the block where a small, 
walled and chained off parking lot separates it. from Monument St. The 
Monument St. side is faced entirely in the same brick as the front and 
Guilford Street facades. The only t^eak in the wall is a raised, plate 
glass and aluminum entrance, reached from the sidewalk by a concrete, 
ramped platform which runs across the face of the one story section, cut
ting across the sunken parking lot which swings under the office section. 
The only ornament on the build:ng is a group of aluminum letters on the 
brick above the main entrance which identifys the building, and a series 
of decorative aluminum ventilator grills which mark the division of the 
floors on the windowed bays of the two story section. 
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aOfcMFfCANCE I 
PERIOD (Check One or More «« Appropriate) 

• Pre-Columbian D 16fh Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

D 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

E] 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor jginal 
I I Prehistoric 

• Historic 

[~1 Agriculture 

P I Architecture 

D Art 
j 1 Commerce 

[ 1 Communications 

I 1 Conservation 

1 I Education 

I I Engineering 

I | Industry 

[H Invention 

I I Landscape 

Architecture 

l~l Literature 

• Military 

• Music 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi

losophy 

I I Science 

I I Sculpture 

I I Social/Human

itarian 

• Theater 

I 1 Transportation 

[y\ Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Ponoleton Survey map of Baltimore, ]822, shows that as early as 
that year a cana] cut south across B]ock 529, connecting the Jones Fnll 
to several area milling operations, and extending to Centre St. By 
JS^3, the cana] had been f i l l ed in to Madison St . and the Northern Cen
t r a l Railroad owned the around, undoubted!1/ u t i l i z ing i t as a freight 
depot, for the block bordered the i r tracksywhich ran down North (now 
Guilford) S t ree t . The 1^9^ Promely a t l a s of Baltimore indicates that 
by that time the block was bu i l t with a freight warehouse, owned and 
occupied by the Adams Exoress -ompany, which had numerous real es ta te 
holdings in the area. 
I t i s appropriately i ron ic , now that the rai l road t racks of Guilford. 
Avenue ha^e been suDolanted by the oiers of a major automobile ex
pressway, that the rai lroad-associated building along Guilford Avenue 
should rive way to the Dis t r ic t Court of Maryland - a t r a f f i c court . 
Although an a rch i t ec tu ra l ly undistinguished huildin? in our time i t 
will soon quiet ly ^erve the function of buffering the Historic D i s t r i c t 
from the intrusions of the highway, maintaining a sol idly built-urj 
human ^cale on a l l bu* the Guilford Avenue ed^e, where the block i s 
penetrated by parking l o t s , -which are concealed from a l l e.^es but 
those of future motorists t ravel l ing the as yet uncompleted express-
wav. 



B-1952 

fj. IfajQR BfeLIOSRAPmCAt REFERENCES •_><-" ' : ' v ' . t7 ' - " ' J ' i - ' ^ '-._• ...-! 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

CORNER 

NW 

NE 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O > • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

m 
m 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

t o t a l block area - 170' x 320' 7iV» 

TO 

C 

n 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : 

W i l l i a m Ppnp.pk, p ] - '••nJ.liPTTi ^enr.ffk. Planninrr AFC-L< 

^gg^^ftssiON FOR HISTORICAL & 
ARCHITECTl IRAI PRFSFRVATinM. 

stant 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

D A T E 

Hog, 397? 

c f ^ ^ v Cjlvert St. 
C iltimore, Md. 21202 

12. State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Q State • Local • 

Signature 
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lot I l>*r,Pm*dC.$h.~r?i2 
LOT I HO NO C HAN i, 10 I'ffl r m C SH W 7 1 A 

CITY OF BALTIMORE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

BUREAU OF SURVEYS 
PHOPEHrY LOCATION DIVISION 

WARD I I SECTION I I 

BLOCK 5 2 9 
scALrJ/n. • Miff. DATI M.»,*/5,/36G 

N O T I C E 

THIS !S A REAL Pr;Pi PTY PLAT AS PROVIDED 
FOR UNrV'••• /'"TICLL 7< I 01 VHt CTY CHASTER 
II IS C0,..lJlLtl.) IKUM HILL AND OlHf.R 
V J U ' C L S AND IS f|f)£ AN AUIHLN1IC S'Jfi'/EY. 



B-1952 
District Courthouse 
300 E. Madison Street 
Block 0529 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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